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2023 New Taipei City Documentary Film Award

Shuttling between real-life settings and images, everything seen and heard are actual dialogues
and events that have occurred. It delivers a more impactful and emotionally resonant
experience than “adaptation from a true story” with more heart-wrenching and moving
scenes. Without actors performing, life itself is a drama without an ending. And that’s the
unique charm of “documentary film.” Transmitting these real-life images to the general public
is the original intention behind the establishment of the “New Taipei City Documentary Film
Award.”

As a form of recording individuals and society, documentaries lead people into different worlds
and witness different wonders of life. They serve as a national album, in an age of abundant
information and complexity, preserving authentic messages of this era like a pure stream that
touches people's hearts and leaving behind profound emotions.

The NTCDF has been held for 13 years so far. We look forward to providing documentary
filmmakers with the best assistance and the greatest support. In recent years, with the
challenges posed by the difficult filming process and rising production costs, the NTCDF also
keeps pace with the times by increasing production funds. We hope to offer more support to
the selected teams and encourage documentary filmmakers to continue advancing on the path
of documentary filmmaking. Along this journey, the NTCDF has been there throughout.

We want to express our gratitude to all the selected teams, judges, lecturers, and documentary
filmmakers who have contributed to the documentary industry. The NTCDF is willing to be
the nourishment that nurtures a field known as “documentary film”, making documentaries
flourish even more. We hope that the documentaries can be see by more people and exert
social influence on factual storytelling.

New Taipei City Government
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Judges of the 2023 New Taipei City
Documentary Film Award

202

M T iy P ary P it

# db oA & R 8’

ARRECEREREIAE

Judges for the Initial Review

Movie Director, Master of Art from The National
Taiwan University of Art. Representative works
include documentaries “Hip Hop Storm”, “Fight for
Justice”, and the feature film “Summer”

Su Che-Hsien

Senior Documentary Director and Producer
Lee Li-Shao

Documentary Director
Maso Chen

Secretary General of the WildViewTaiwan Nature
Communication Society
Roger C. J. Wang

Documentary Director
Elvis A-Liang Lu

Judges for the Public Review

Film Director
Hou Chi-Jan

Director and Executive Producer at Backstage
Studio Co., Ltd
Michelle Chu

Documentary Filmmaker
Film and Documentary Director, CEO of 7th Day Hung Chun-Hsiu
Film Itd.,Former Director of Taipei Film Festival,
Assistant Professor of National Taiwan Normal
University

Shen Ko-Shang

Film Producer/Director
Ho Chao-Ti

Documentary Director/Producer, Assistant
Professor at National Taiwan University of Arts

Documentary and Movie Director Huang Chia-Chun

Ling Jing-Jie

Lecturers for the Executive Producer

Judges for The Final Review Workshop

Documentary Director / Director / Producer of  Senior International Documentary Director
Founder of Mine Portal Wonderful Time Film Documentary Director And Elvis A-Liang Lu
Images, Co. Ltd Production Company Producer/ General Manager

Production Director at
Local Tiger International
Co., Ltd

Hsu Che-Chia

of Dynamic Communication/
Adjunct Assistant Professor in

Lungnan Isak
Fangas

Director Tamkang University
Tseng Wen-Chen  aggociate Professor Gary Shih SulaiySage
Di Prod of National Tsing ] ¢ ,

irector/Producer Hua University/ Senior Film Editor

Yang Li-Chou Documentary Director ~ Lei Chen-Ching

04 - 05
Hsiao Chu-Chen




Winners of 2023 New Taipei City
Documentary Film Award
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Life on Cliffs
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Z Brothers
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Crossing

The Tale of Ino Yumin

HE TS

Director Yu Wei-Jing

Wkl The Sparkle in our lives

T PR

Director Lin Wan-Yu

I FPHER

Director Hsu Ya-Ting

I FAIR  RAERS
Director Huang Pin-Yu
Chang Wei-Chih

I FORN

Director Huang Shu-Mei

T B
Director Yang Ching-Wen

L BRI B
Director Chen Chiao-Wei
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(0¥y4 Wild Road

W PR

Director Chen Shao-Chun
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S FIE
Eternal Isle

AR

Director Xiao Yu-Ru

AVAY: AN
We Live Underground

Director Cheng Iong-Chyi

[l AR R A
ECHO LIN Liang Tsai

L R RE
Director Su Wei-Ming

AR 2 S
Urban Nomads

i R

Director Su Yi-Hui

fEH
Da Ra Song

A S
Director Liao Ching-Yao
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Winners of the 2023 New Taipei City Documentary Film Award

The
Sparkle
In

our lives

HEHEH /T Synopsis
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In 2022, Father decided to empty out and sell
their old house in Taichung. For this, they had
to tidy up and make room in their Taipei home
as soon as possible. During the process, the
siblings found books by the tidying guru Kondo
Marie, and started a family revolution in the
name of organizing methods. In addition to
cleaning up their living spaces, it seemed that the
relationships among family members were also
untangled...

BN

SEH# /) Director's Bio
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Yu Wei -Jing, graduated from the Department of Motion Picture, National Taiwan
University of Arts. Her first narrive film, “1721”, won the best student narrative
film at the 2022 Chicago Independent Film Festival and was nominated for the

New Taipei City Student Video Rising Star Award. Her workpiece also includes the
documentary film “Hollywood in Bangiao”

i TR BER /R HiRE

Director Yu Wei-Jing Producer Weng Yi-Chen

08 - 09
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The books from the Japanese tidying guru Kondo Marie triggered a revolution in the name of decluttering.

é
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The father and son repaired the holes on the window screen.

SN EE Words from the Director
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Film negatives taken by father over 20 years ago.

The unspoken words to family members, the understanding and empathy never achieved, the misunder-
standing of Mother for 15 years long, these were all finally resolved during the filming process of “The
Sparkle in our lives”. Perhaps after watching this film, one’s perspective on families might change.

13th NTCDF - The Sparkle in our lives

10 - 11
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Winners of the 2023 New Taipei City Documentary Film Award
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SEH# /) Director's Bio

Moving
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tiny feet

Lin Wan-Yu, worked and lived in Taipei. Previously focused on small theaters jobs
and mostly co-worked with performing artists, choreographers, and audio artists.
Currently an independent documentary director and film editor.

WS/ Synopsis

/N > ] RE A — A P A O RE o fth g A-Chung carried a pair of exceptionally thin legs
B 7555 M B 0 S L 0 ey from a young age. He moved forward and tumbled

with this body alone, experiencing the meaning
SLHAHEIRI Y] o A TIEERIM

of equality and its opposites. As a staff member
in the theater, his paradoxical image was shaped
by his strong upper body and uncontrollable legs.
With the increasing awareness of equal rights 30
years later, A-Chung still used his body to express

B TR A b 2P By B AR > 47
RIRE R o 30 1% 0 PHERRIGE > M

B RER SR At Y B B OB R R © B e areimls L35} Pl "R LKA
P & ’ Director Lin Wan-Yu Producer Cho Tze-Lan 12 - 13
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A-Chung expressed his appeals in front of the American Institute of Taiwan.

BT EARMERETTARMRE

A-Chung gave a performance in front of the Museum of Contemporary Art.

o ok

R EwmAE R

A-Chung’s electric wheel adventure.

JEH Y25 Words from the Director
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Taiwan had once been ruled under the martial law for a long period of time. Most people chose to stay
away from political and social conflicts and lived a quiet life. My parents raised me with similar mindset
that the general guideline was to stay out of trouble. Meanwhile, I used to take freedom, equality and safe-
ty for granted. A-Chung had a dramatically different social background and bodily experiences from me.
For him, nothing happens naturally, all things have to be fight for.

13th NTCDF - Moving with tiny feet

14 - 15
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Winners of the 2023 New Taipei City Documentary Film Award

Life
on Cliffs

HEHEH /T Synopsis
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Going through the fight to preserve its campus,
Losheng Sanatorium and Hospital retained only
a corner of its grounds on the cliff and coexisted
with the construction work of MRT. Having been
a leader in the protest, Wen Chang is struggling
with the decline of his physical health over the
past 20 years. How can he stay resilient? As for
Jing Ying, who has been continually feeding the
homeless cats and dogs on the cliff, what choices
does she have in the face of the encroaching
construction?

SEH# /) Director's Bio
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Hsu Ya-Ting received her master’s degree from the department of Film, Video,
New Media & Animation, School of the Art Institute of Chicago. She finds
the nourishment for creation in documentary filming. Her works span across
narrative, documentary and experimental films. She is also a very patient cultivator
of records. She started her movie-making career with her first documentary short
“Life with Happiness”, keeping record of the history of Lo-Sheng Sanatorium and
Hospital. She continued the documentation and organized the results for as long
as 20 years. The final piece is coming out soon.

s AP

Director Hsu Ya-Ting

16 - 17
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The main character, Huang Wen-Chang, sits casually on mobility scooter, enjoying the breeze.

THRSHEMYK -

The main character, Huang Jing-Ying, smiles.

™

Aerial photograph of the old, isolated campus of Losheng Sanatorium and Hospital standing on the cliff.

JEH Y25 Words from the Director
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Through the two residents, Jing Ying and Wen Chang, who had once fought on the frontline and still
stood firm till today, the unbearable weight in their lives was captured in the film: at those moments when
they were forced to leave their home due to the construction work; at the crucial moments when they won
the protest followed by failure; at those moments when they were most vulnerable battling illnesses and
confronting the fear to lose their loved ones and death.

This documentary discussed a person’s obsession with home- a combination of dignity, emotion and mem-
ory. It’s a story about how they fought in their own way for the values as a person on their homeland. And
the point unaddressed was how a society looked at the historical scar experienced across generations.

13th NTCDF - Life on Cliffs

18 - 19
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Winners of the 2023 New Taipei City Documentary Film Award

W/ Synopsis
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Z. Brothers

B EE RS

The Z-generation brothers were overwhelmed by
the emotions, sorrows and joys felt in real life,
and the separation and death from family and
loved ones. The elder brother hid his loneliness
behind his strong appearance and was deeply
trapped in the quagmire of depression. Standing
at the pivotal point of their life’s journey, how
could they become the persons they wanted to be
while dealing with their social images and self-
expectations?

PU T AR

Director Chang Wei-Chih Executive Director Huang Pin-Yu

HERD'EEI?

SEH# /) Director's Bio
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Producer director: Chang Wei-Chih

“The awakening of one’s self-awareness comes from the understanding of society.
Even though he cannot fully empathize what others have encountered, there is at
least more comprehension and softness”. The director mainly engaged in making
ecological documentaries and films for science education.

Executive director: Huang Pin-Yu

A sophomore in Department of Textiles and Clothing, Fu Jen Catholic University.
Starting to learn documentary filmmaking from high school and step into the
dialectic field of documentary film while taking care of her own schoolwork.
Through visuals, she hopes to have more profound experience of the generation
she’s in.

20 - 21
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Han Long went surfing by himself.

FRAEER T ARIR

Han Long and Han Hu were chatting on the embankment.

JEH Y25 Words from the Director

HIEET  BESEIHEN - RIMESERRL RS BOANE > ERNH R
R BRI o PR T B CHERS) o EREH Z IR ARE E 2 R B R -

SEHRRREXRE Live in the present and cherish what we have around. We're all learning, exploring and, dealing with our

Uncle and the couple of Han Hu. own lives, but we need more support and care for each other when in hardships. In addition to talk to our-

selves, there can be more hopes and imagination for the Z-generation.

13th NTCDF - Z Brothers 22 - 23
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Winners of the 2023 New Taipei City Documentary Film Award

The Tale

of

Ino
Yumin

HEHfEH /T Synopsis

TR o KR DUT B R C L
T R 25 T L LObAR A R e M A K R P R Y
M o 82 R o w] DURAZ B A bk
R E B SRETIEEEREH
REE > BATHE FAK > NEEARE
Pal DUA 4 0 B T RS A B 6 o

Over the ten years, Ino has been passing down the
Atayal culture with real actions, imparting all he
learnt from the forest to children in Cinsbu. The
audiences can feel his natural philosophy of life
in his words and deeds. He makes people realize
that there exists genuine, pure and beautiful
relationship between human and myriad elements
of nature.

e YRE

SEH# /) Director's Bio
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Huang Shu-Mei, independent documentary director. She has long been involved

in environment-related issues through filmmaking. Representative workpieces

include “An encounter with Chungliao”, “Formosa Dream, Disrupted”, “A letter to

» o«

future children”, “A fight for my hometown”, and “Battle of Matou Mountain”.

LLEE KA
Editor Sung Yu-Cheng
LA LS 54 BRER /A E

Director Huang Shu-Mei Photography Chen Xiang-Song / Lai Yu Zhang

24 - 25
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Ino is a professional narrator in Cinsbu.

RAFER LM H ST

Ino teaches children the knowledge about the forest.

ReEEREMRXIE

Ino teaches traditional culture.

JEH Y25 Words from the Director
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I was often moved by the words unintentionally uttered by Ino when he walked in the forest. Try to de-
scribe Ino with words, it could be “a natural person”, someone who is in harmony with nature. You can
find philosophy of nature from his words and deeds, his perspective to nature and view of life. It’s like the
morning dewdrops, like Muller’s Barbet flying through the woods to peck at Tetrapanax papyrifer. Ino is
nature himself!

In the torrent of pursuing money and material possessions, Ino is like a fool for many people nowadays,
never worrying about the future nor haggling over all kinds of benefits. But the value he adheres to is the
central theme that this documentary film wants to keep record of.

13th NTCDF - The Tale of Ino Yumin

26 - 27
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Winners of the 2023 New Taipei City Documentary Film Award

Crossing

HEHEH /T Synopsis
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I met Chi in Juvenile Reformatory School during
my university participation in a service team
aiming at juvenile justice. At first, I had high
expectations for his future based on the letter Chi
wrote to the service team. With more involvement
of his chaotic life, many problems emerged, and
I started to have doubts on whether I was able to
enter his world.

SEH# /) Director's Bio
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Graduated from Department of Communication Arts, Fu Jen Catholic University,
her work “Cat Man” was nominated the best documentary film for student
category in the 44th Golden Harvest Awards for Outstanding Short Films and New
Taipei City Student Video Rising Star Award. Previously worked as an intern in the
production unit at Backstage Studio Co., Ltd., she participated in the production of
the Dorks series of documentaries. “Crossing” is her work in graduation project.

i Pl
Director Yang Ching-Wen

28 - 29
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| asked Chi how he view himself at this moment. He didn‘t answer. Instead, he avoided my questions by singing while
driving at the same time.

b/

FREARERMNEEEENE - EREMBEEMAE B ERNIRMRLEE —HRRERE -
| had a conversation with Chi in the living room after the court session ended. When asked what he wanted to do with
the money, he thought my question is as brainless as those from the reporters.

NS thAE B CERN 0 FEEMUATNER - IREREEREME -

Chi says he is clear about what he’s doing. He will never go back to do things from the past. What he's doing is making
money only.

SN EE Words from the Director

I
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Before shooting the film “Crossing”, I never earnestly delved into understanding someone’s life. I'm grate-
ful for the opportunity Chi gives which allows me to see different facets of life. I was wondering if I had
enough depth and breadth to tell my story with Chi based on my twenty years of understanding to the
world. I somehow hate my naivety, but at the same time wish to show others my sincerity I intend to con-
vey. There is an end to this film, but life cannot be defined and judged the same way. From the day I met
Chi at the age of 19, we were all growing and changing all the time. And it will continue to be this way in
the future.

13th NTCDF - Crossing

30 - 31
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Winners of the 2023 New Taipei City Documentary Film Award

Wild Road

HEHfEH /T Synopsis
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Located in Chishang Township, Taitung County,
WildOne is the first wildlife hospital in Eastern
Taiwan. It is also one of the very few wildlife
rescue centers initiated solely by private
individuals. With their passion for animals, this
group of people come together in the hope to
save more wildlife. However, can everything truly
proceed so smoothly?

SEH# /) Director's Bio

BISZBUA RS2 R B 2R EE > AEMERBESRIT A - iR
B o R P S PRI © IR AR DUC S A EAT AR > EMER TP EBIE A
B ARABR I > MBS 2 — IR M o

Graduated from the department of radio & television, National Chengchi
University, her creations spanned various fields including narrative films,
documentary, and short films for advertisements. In recent years, she mainly
focused on creating documentaries and expressed her concern for people and
nature. In her belief, the documentary film is a soft revolution.

L2 RS 1R AR

Producer Ma Huai-Shuo

L3 BRI 8 L VWE -7 HZ

Director Chen Chiao-Wei Producer / Photography Mocy Tsao 3233



REH S 0%ER

Feeding the masked palm civet kids.

ZR LR SR

Pangolin in surgery.

NFRIREF I

House swift released into the wild.

S EE Words from the Director

TR — TR > TR B AT BRI - S8 M AR MO 28 1L R T 28
JRUBIFRER © SR CEIFHER R - RIS IERBL > B7 RIREE » REEREASE T -
EA AR R > F BB 2E R R ERE RN T > R AYRRER R A2 (et
ROZE T B AR AR o TS » LR — M5 A A B s o R IR R e > 3K
(MU ES I B LGRS A EY) > HES SR CREE > M EE—
REEEAM > R KA B B Y I A JE BB HL -

I still remember our first shot. We followed two veterinarians, A-Mao and Yun Rong, to track the signal of
the recently released pangolin "Liou Chuan Fong”. When we detected the signals that day, they said with
big smiles that they were so lucky to find it so quickly. But when we returned for a second shot later, we
discovered that "Liou Chuan Fong” had already been killed by wild dogs long time ago. The signal detect-
ed days before was actually emitted from its death place, where only a pile of bones and a damaged signal
transmitter were left. We were hit hard by that event. We thought the wild animals were living freely out
there. In reality, they were constantly facing the threat of death every minute and second. As for the group
of young people in WildOne, they were also confronted with the life-and-death struggles of these animals
every day.

13th NTCDF - Wild Road

34 - 35
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Winners of the 2023 New Taipei City Documentary Film Award

W/ Synopsis
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Eternal
Isle

Taking the Taiwan-Hua Ferry to visit grandfather's
home on Penghu Island used to be a yearly
routine for the director during her childhood.
Several years ago, after her grandfather passed
away, this routine came to an end. Now, the
aging Taiwan-Hua Ferry is about to retire. During

HEORAL  2ZEHEBREGIIHE
We ? SCA HEREOR B T2 o

its last few voyages, the director attempts to
rediscover memories scattered in various places —
some still intact, while others have faded away.

Where will the Taiwan-Hua Ferry go after
retirement, and what will be left behind?

T BERE
Director Chen Shao-Chun

®Wh 1Y

Producer  Lai Fang-Yu

SEH# /) Director's Bio
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Chen Shao-Chun was born in Kaohsiung City, 1922. Graduated from the
department of filmmaking at Taipei National University of the Arts, her major
was performance and editing. She is currently working as a freelance video
professional. The short film “Her and I” was shortlisted the Best Short Film and
Best New Actor at the Taipei Film Awards and Kaohsiung Film Festival. She was
awarded the Best Actor and Best Cinematography at 44th the Golden Harvest
Awards for Outstanding Short Films

47 PR L3 AL
Photography Chen Mu-Sheng Composer Hsieh Cheng-Kuan
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Sound Editor Iris Liu
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Grandfather

MEEA

Passengers on the ship.

13th NTCDF - Eternal Isle

MREA

Passengers inside the ship.

SN EE Words from the Director

Il

—EEIREBLH > H—FE2REEGE LERAMERZMALT > AR D GREH
W —1E o W EUEE MAYAS R R AR > TR R 0 BRET o

FEEdE > 23 NREFERIRE  FUERMET4AT » TR RIE) > RIZENLDHHZ
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Before entering college, I would board this big ship to visit my grandfather’s house in Penghu. Sometimes
grandpa would join my brother and me on board. The sea breeze mixed with his cigarette smell and my
sickness. And after 5 hours, we arrived at Magong.

“Tai Hwa, Tai Hwa,” my grandfather used to repeatedly say that it was a good name. “Rong-Wang, Rong-
Wang,” I used to call my grandfather’s name like this, never knowing what he thought about his own
name. After his funeral, I never went back to Magong. It wasn'’t until I saw the news of the retirement of
the Tai Hua Ferry that I realized this ship and all the memories on it, my grandfather and us, were all tied
together.
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Winners of the 2023 New Taipei City Documentary Film Award

We
Live
Underground

HEHEH /T Synopsis

2R — M BEEEELEQEY
s EE 12 FREEAN WIMEE
PRE Y e BRI it

A corner in Taipei City. Hidden inside the
basement of an old community apartment are
12 elderly individuals living alone. Residing in
challenging environments, they took care of
themselves and looked after each other. They
remained passionate and resilient in their
approach to life.

AYAY: BN

SEH# /) Director's Bio

FRARG > B B o fERACETRRIE R > Bk B E AL
REBHOFIEEM o BEXCUL  FEIEREN - Bt h

Xiao Yu-Ru, a director and producer. She is from Yilan and now lives in Taipei.
Currently studying in the director group of the Graduate Institute of Filmmaking
at Taipei National University of the Arts, she focuses on topics like subculture
and housing justice. Tributes are paid to the documentary films which allow more
people to know the world.

i i A B EER LLEER
Director Xiao Yu-Ru Sound Huang Tsai -En Editor
®Wh EidzE 37 PR /| LR

Producer = Wong Kei-Yiu Kathy = Photography Xiao Yu-Ru / Wang Zhi-Xiang

SR

Tang Michael
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Captain Ke often stands in the basement and looks at the direction of the first floor.

H&E Rz - ERPIEEER LRER %K BRE

Because their living spaces are narrow, the residents cook, do laundry and hang their clothes in the hallway.

REXAF NN EBRESHFREE

Grandma Zhang arranged her small room in an orderly manner.

S EE Words from the Director

—BIRELEMEM T E > B—ETWI TR > —EE—RERERER > BOCER &
HERMHE > REREGRGREERNANGEEEM » £ -HIEEHE  RAGEE
A MR > BREALE A PR 0 B BRI R A H At N S B o SR M A
HEERNE  HRE S AR IRAREERAER - B BRAETERRI R T RBIR
DU~ SEIRCE AR o

I found this basement on a rainy afternoon. As I entered, my nostrils were assailed by the damp musty
smell. The lighting was dim and there were even mice running around. I couldn’t imagine who would live
there and I almost gave up filming that day. However, after chatting and spending some time with them, I
gradually became friends with the residents. I discovered that they were no different from people I knew.
Even though they were doing repetitively small things, most of them were living their lives earnestly. I
hope I can convey this feeling to the audiences and encourage them to treat these people with respect and
equality.

13th NTCDF - We Live Underground
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Winners of the 2023 New Taipei City Documentary Film Award

H
ECH O SR/ Director's Bio

EEEEC SR, > —EERE ~EHOPHNER > THIHCZERE
TERRRRE (8 7 R > EAHIERRE & B aeh 7 EEr L

LIN o
The author loves documentary films and has been searching for an answer inside
L Tsai

her heart. She doesn’t know what she has been persisted in over the years. She
wants to give up but unsure if this is right or wrong. She is still on the journey of

searching.
WS/ Synopsis
—fi{EFE L BB BRI ENEE B An elderly lived and worked quietly in the
B A F fi S - mountain. Contemplation and creation are the
#RAFRERRL CHELEEES center of his life. He uses his works to convey
1%)%‘[%[?& ’ Hfﬁ*ﬁ%;ﬁ%ﬂ%ﬁjﬁgﬁ}ﬁ{% ’ emotions throughout his life, sculpting the
L . R R e , statues in his mind day by day. He is a humorous,
ft 2 o B R ~ R SRR LB > 5 ordinary but unique artist. Each piece of creation
e MRS A& — YA & has a story to tell and possesses a resilient vitality
FIBERE o and beauty. W Y
Director Cheng Iong-Chyi 44 - 45
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Discuss his workpiece in the study room.

ER s
PISMEE AL

Smoking a cigar outside the door.

13th NTCDF - ECHO LIN Liang Tsai

KRR R Fomn

Discuss small-scale photography works in the courtyard at home.

S EE Words from the Director

BEMRBM ARt B B ERTR - (8 A2 B — IR AR R - B HC—BE
HRAGEBIRHT > BERE A0 B B R & Q8RR > alyRE— —PERiE
& REMENZHE - {EHREMAERT > FEERMABEREERLKNHE T > B
BR-EREE ) > EE R EERSFEERY -

The author feels incredibly inspired by Lin Liang-Tsai ‘s works and his continuous efforts on creation.
Looking at the setbacks he encountered along the way, it resembles the traces left by the elderly whom he
has personal experiences with. From Lin-Liang Tsai ‘s works, he shows endurance across countless seasons

and moves forward step by step without any thoughts of giving up. The author sees on him a kind of per-
severance and motivation, and most importantly, an indescribable sense of emotion.
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Winners of the 2023 New Taipei City Documentary Film Award

W/ Synopsis

2 3 B {0 £ 1 A S 9 R A
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Urban
Nomads

Edward and Whale met in an online game.
Edward is an engineer who just graduated from
college, while Whale, who only has high school
education, often changes jobs. Currently, Whale
works as a clerk in service industry.

In a youth hostel where daylight is unseen
and time has no meaning, two people live like
migratory birds, watching other tenants come

HEARAR R R o B FRE - 35 #KE
FREIENR  H-FERZHAEN
A HIES SR M B AE A AT o

and go. For them, this place is never a real home,
but an unexpected event is about to change their
current lives.

. | LY N 3.
AR M
S /> Director's Bio

REPHIRZ QB SRR 2R AR T SERERLE -
BB AC i A LIRS > 5 - #%  JEFT/E - DIEERE
BRI SRS M AR % R (R 2 ) B B R AE N A i o

Graduated from Graduate Institute of Taiwan Literature and Transnational
Cultural Studies, National Chung Hsing University, he was once a photojournalist.
Now he is an independent documentary filmmaker, responsible for directing,
cinematography, and editing. His first personal creation, a documentary named
“Unidentified Sons”, focuses on the story of mixed-race kids in United States
Army Forces Taiwan.

i ik B, 37 A AE

Director Su Wei-Ming Photography Ji Jian-Ting 48 - 49
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A small warehouse rent by the two people.

RAENEREESRERENBRZMENE
Whale and Edward watched TV with a projector inside the youth hostel suite.

HANERERFESRN=ZTEENERAN

Whale and Edward lived in a 10m? suite in the youth hostel.

JEH Y25 Words from the Director

TE— G FEA I > RBAGN T HERERETNE > FEREKAAE
ANE# > SRR EEN S ZBLE > ME2REEEIINEER ~ OtRE - T
R ~ SETEATE  SFEENSE o RMEFPERRI > REEEHER  RERBREETTEM -
SEEE N SR B B i B /N T RS 7Y B Rt A e A SR — Rl o

SR ERL A RREREE TR RS R ? fE B & P O HE L 1 5 SR R it
R APV I 5 ik A i R RS AT 2 58 RS a8 B A O FH S22 A% o

In a casual conversation with a fellow journalist, I happened to know about the long-term tenants of the
youth hostel. In the six-person and eight-person rooms of the youth hostel, the beds are not occupied by
tourists but by those who humbly dwell: delivery man, night security guards, engineers, interior decora-
tors, and young people, etc. Several middle-aged men often show their care for the tenants, cooking free
meals for them. The young people, on the other hand, nestle into their small cubicles and dive into the
online world for the entire night upon returning to the hostel.

Such a co-living community makes me reconsider what a ‘home’ really looks like. In a generation where
having affordable housing is even more challenging than before, what are their reasons to settle in a youth
hostel? This became the motivation behind the making of this film.

13th NTCDF - Urban Nomads
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Winners of the 2023 New Taipei City Documentary Film Award

HWEHEH /T Synopsis

BYEARGHR  ERTEETF T
RERB—EEIEMA - JFEHMAZRE
CEAFRORERRZ) o
RTTERMANBIAT  MIRE R
FH 0 fRE—EMERNRE - B
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a
a
Song

D
R

The elderly Rukai person once said, "One must
finish building a house to become a true man."
However, Da Ra Song had a dream that the stone
house he built was deformed.

In order to live up to his powerful name, he
collected lots of stones and began building a
traditional house which is however illegal to
current house regulations. In today's tribal
community, once this stone house is completed,
will it still be solely Da Ra Song 's home?

SEH# /) Director's Bio

TEEFFE i IR IZIR AR R - KR H &8 ik
TER DB 2E T AR S0 TE il S o SLTE BRI R 52 M8 P 0 B 1l o 22
% 2017 G PEICHRE  (CRRMER E L) - 2021 FRITHE R
TEmOKBVE R E R - M ABR R - KRN R -

Growing up with the sea breeze in the Jiangjun Distric and Qigu villages in Tainan,
she was deeply fascinated by the various sounds and scents of everyday life. She
is good at portraying stories through a simple way of life. Graduated from the
Graduate Institute of Applied Media Arts at Taiwan National University of the
Arts, she directed the documentary short “Solitude of the Tribe” in 2017. In 2021,
her short drama film “Floating on water” was selected in PTS+Innovative Story and
was also shortlisted in South Taiwan Film Festival and the Raindance Film Festival
in the United Kingdom

L3 R LLL bz 47 AR

Director Su Yi-Hui Editor Chang Ya-Ting Photography Huang Tai-Cheng
A LR [ERES BRAH T Baaal  WAER
Producer =~ Wang I-Chan Composer Chen You-Ren Sound Designer Huang Tsai-En
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Da Ra Song is collecting slate, a material needed to build a slate house.

ERHSRDES > RRPILIEEEE

Da Ra Song's mother, Malaic sewed in her home studio.

13th NTCDF - Da Ra Song

RRERAERERTEN

Da Ra Song built a fire at the stone house construction site.

S EE Words from the Director

HAREIREE RSB > fEH R H AP — DR MR > PR T HREHRE

E B E B 2T R BB TR EH RIS - BRIARE L > FrEl iRty
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In the contemporary resurgence of indigenous culture, Da Ra Song is one of the returning indigenous art-
ists. The story not only explores traditional practices like collecting and building, along with the conflicts
with current legal systems and rupture of the stone house culture, but also records how his Rukai family
and tribal life find a balance between tradition and modernity. But what does a true “person” really mean?
Is it someone who carries on their culture, or is it a man who can handle all the affairs in the family? What
should a Rukai man look like? As a friend of Da Ra Song and as a young person who left his hometown, I

couldn’t help but start thinking about the different meanings of “home” in everyone’s hearts after seeing
him working hard to prove himself upon returning to the village.
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Winners of the 2023 New Taipei City Documentary Film Award

The
elimination

HEHEH /T Synopsis

FIEBER I > /1N ~ AR AL A (RS
b S BT AL > NA SRR
ale B2 5ORGE TR A — R B R
o BBR N E R P A Sl A o [
R 4% T T R T MR R B AL 0 SRR
WS AU FE B P A > AR °

Polypedates megacephalus, a tiny, inconspicuous
invasive species, multiply and spread rapidly.
Their subtle, imperceptible presence send
scientists and volunteers into repetitive cycle
of investigations, removals, and humane
interventions. On the other hand, Cane toads
suddenly appears in Caotun Township, Nantou
County. Their mating calls can be heard in the
dark night from time to time.

k=
IEHENE
SELH f /1 Director's Bio

WA > RSB - ERBEBMREYEREHHA > H 2003
FRGHELERAMEZS > BHEEREKHRA - Bh > S &
iR ~ R 0 B VR FRHIE 4 2 B AT VRO BER YA ~

R (PANDF o

A photographer and a documentary director. He learned filmmaking in Department
of Motion Picture, National Taiwan University of Arts. Since 2003, he had been
involved in various creative and shooting projects including documentaries, short
films, commercials, TV series, movies, and VR productions. Recent works include
VR project “The Man Who Couldn't Leave” and the movie “Salli”.

i BsE

Director Liao Ching-Yao
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Invasive species: Polypedates megacephalus.

BERIVAERE S ST aE

Searching for Polypedates megacephalus in the investigation area during the dark night.

13th NTCDF - The elimination

AET TS EKRAERIHIR G

Volunteers are checking the Polypedates megacephalus in water storage containers.

JEHEYEE Words from the Director

LM ~ Jl o SRR B REEARIKEY - SREGHERER—ZW/ 15t
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We have witnessed the beauty of Taiwan’s ecology, from the ocean to the mountains, from the diversity
of species. Perhaps we can also see today the conflicts and contradictions between species through a tiny
invasive one. Whether it’s the Polypedates megacephalus or Cane toads, even though they are not the only
invasive species that are harmful to Taiwan’s ecological environment, their viral growth in population and
spreading are like incurable chronic diseases, warning the potential ecological catastrophe of “never-ending
removal.”
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Continuing last year’s inspiration for travelers around the world at 30,000 feet up in the sky, this year’s
brand new “2023 New Taipei Theater” is ready to kick offl The NTCDF once again partners with Eva
Airline this year to showcase a new season of selected films from NTCDF on Eva Airline’s in-flight
entertainment system across all flight routes. In addition to provide this service to destinations around the
world, a new network will be launched on LINE TV platform to bring NTCDF to higher and farther places.
Even better, passengers will have a chance win flight tickets by sharing their selfies publicly on social
medias using event filters.

Diverse themes, authentic visuals, and different life stories can all be found in “2023 New Taipei Theater.”
Come join us and step into the world of documentary films!

Time May 1st ~ Dec 31st, 2023

Platform in-flight entertainment system of EVA Airline

175
The Walkers
2014 Z=7& Taiwan | 147min

i BSHE

Director Singing Chen

BB

Freestyle football boys in a
fading town

2016 =& Taiwan | 60min

< BT
T

M falElE
Director Ho Ting-Ting

AL — i
We want to get married
2015 Z=7& Taiwan | 65min

(4 L
I R
Director Hsu Ching-Lun

2%

After Crossing
2017 =7 Taiwan | 64min

O PR

Director Chan Lok-Hei

2023 New Taipei Theater

[rLogy 24% =M

o A A R R

Faces of a Taiwanese Actress
2021 =& Taiwan | 30min

HE O @EE

Director Jean-Robert Thomann

Pt - B3R

A “Tayal”
2021 =& Taiwan | 23min

B B

Director Laha Mebow

TR dv
My dear lines
2019 HREIAPRE China | 30min

B IRAE

Director Nan Zhang

K9 Canine

2018 =& Taiwan | 30min

W RS
Director Chang Wei-Chih

18 Fr bk /N
Ms. Lin: The Retouching Lady
2020 =& Taiwan | 25min

TH PREFHE
Director Lin Shih-Chun

IR

Father

2012 Z& Taiwan | 15min

Wi W

Director Huang Chia-Chun

BRI

Migration Revelation
2016 =& Taiwan | 34min

W bR

Director Lin Huan-Wen

R
The road of life
2012 =7 Taiwan | 15min

T RS

Director Chou Wen-Chin
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The New Taipei City has long been actively promoting the NTCDF to various parts
of the world. It’s the second time that New Taipei City cooperates with “Singapore
Chinese Film Festival” showcase the “Documentary Shorts Collection: New Taipei City

M HAMERRE SRR RAEERESH (Et) BﬁEA?ﬁ%ﬁﬁﬁjtﬁﬁrﬁFﬁﬁ%%ﬁ&%n

Documentary Film Award” at the Oldham Theatre in Singapore. The four best selected < SHEEmE A=s5n
films from NTCDF includes “Hearing from the Dolphin” by Director Chang Hong Jie et I PR e I SN EEeL N T C A e
X g, P X y X g , g o Government, Chang, Ai-Jing, personally attend the event. (from left) Curator Fu, Shih-Chuan takes a group photo
showing concerns for ocean conservation from a marine mammal veterinarian’s point with Director of the Department of Information, New Taipei
of view; "Spiral of Silence" by Director Chang Wei Chih, exploring rose coral and the City Government, Chang, Ai-Jing, and Deputy Director
Hsieh, Li-Lan.

rare species Epimenia babai Salvini-Plawen in the deep sea; “Adventure of Styrofoam”
by Director Chen Wei Cih, addressing the issue of Styrofoam trash pollution along
the shoreline; and finally “Never Give Up” by Director Huang Shu Mei, telling the
story of the fight against business waste to protect local residents’ hometown. These
films showed the audiences of Singapore the beauty and concerns for the land of
Taiwan. Director Chang Hong Jie and Chang Wei Chih were invited to join the post-
screening session to share their filmmaking processes with the audiences. Besides,

1l “The 11,, Singapore
PO REEE B Chinese Film Festival”

4RI R & ittt R R “Short Documentary Collection: New Taipei City

Documentary Film Award”

the documentary feature film “A Holy Family” derived from the selected film “My TBREERS 11245 B 6 H 16:30-19:00 Show time 16:30-19:00, May 6th, 2023
Psychic Brother” in 2018 NTCDF was also invited by the curators to be screened. . . '

Director Elvis A-Liang Lu also attended the post-screening discussion to make unique (FHAZR) HER A Holy Family” screening

connection with people at the scene. These activities broaden the horizon of the PRBREFRS 112 &E 5 B 5 H 19:00-21:00 Show time 19:00-21:00, May 5th, 2023

NTCDE allowing New Taipei City to shine on the international stage and letting the
world see Taiwan from a new perspective through camera lens.
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Lo New Taipei City Documentary Films
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This year, large-scale outdoor movie nights are organized, bringing the best documentaries in NTCDF
to local communities and spreading the inspiring power of factual storytelling. “A Holy Family” is
played at Fuzhong Plaza in Bangiao, while “See You White House” is shown at the plaza in front of the
Taichung Railway Station. The directors will be invited to join the post-screening session and interact
with audiences at the scene. Hopefully, this event can extend the influence of NTCDE and allow high-

quality documentaries to be seen by more people. Besides, it enables the audiences to have a brand-new
experience enjoying documentary films out in the open air.

s

it B 11287898 (B) 19:00
7”_]: e . Time 19:00 July 9th, 2023
New Taipei City e LHIREB RS

@ Venue Fuzhong Plaza, Bangiao
A ! =1 H iS5 1M2E 1M A58 (B) 19:00
.-ql I‘ = EP j;”_j Time 19:00 Nov 5%, 2023

== Taichung BB EHEATDS
- “ Venue Plaza in front of the Taichung Railway Station
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#1385 #1%4% Judges for the Initial Review
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The works in this preliminary selection are diverse in theme, with better planning and
execution in filming compared to previous years. This reflects the concerns from the
current generation of visual workers and represents that the NTCDF is gradually becoming

\

a competitive platform for documentary filmmakers to pursue their ideals.

¥ 3% 8 3% Judges for the Initial Review

WA B R SR LIRS R R AR R
EAE AR LR TRV E T A IS TR BRI v oo Chen
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H—RRZIR ; PR E BRI Rz » 88 00E KRRy B #ss ER R
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It is an arduous task to serve as a preliminary selection judge. Continuous reading through
hundreds of project proposals and watching sample videos, it is just like navigating
multiple universes. Being a preliminary selection judge is satisfying as you get to witness
diverse stories from all corners, sparking one's imagination. Serving as a preliminary selection judge can indeed
be painful, as you can only pick a few projects. Sometimes the line between inclusion and elimination is very thin.
However, being a preliminary selection judge is also truly fulfilling because when those selected projects make it to
the presentation stage, you feel that the time spent was entirely worthwhile.

Making a documentary is a constant oscillation between pain and happiness.

F 3% ZE 3% Judges for the Initial Review

BER TEATRZ AR BEE RRREEE IR #H
Elvis A-Liang Lu /TP TRIVER NI £ AEREREDRIES
RHRBEH AR RIS ﬁ‘”ﬁagﬁ%ﬁ HEAERFEEEN S ’
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SEd Y o

From the numerous submissions in this event, we can see how everyone is paying
attention to the world in their own way. Thank you all for broadening my views.
However, there can only be limited numbers to be selected. I mainly chose projects that

touched my heart, especially those with special features representing their creators. It
could be a unique perspective, aesthetics, or form. For those who didn’t make it, please

Message from Judges/Producers of 2023 NTCDF

don't be discouraged. Cherish the connection between yourself and your creation. Perhaps you can try to reevaluate
your work or watch more different types of movies. Sometimes you may find a new direction. Just want to share
these with you.

W35 1 %8% Judges for the Initial Review

il T 7L T4 S0 B SRR TR AT SRS (R el » 5 EL RIS
Su Che-Hsien  IBSHRGA R » 55 SME N SCER AL 30 A SIR A0 - 1 )\
DHCR » 3 FURZ BOAH ~ BT IS B BRI SRR RS B8
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This year, we see environmental documentaries with an international perspective among
the submitted works in NTCDF and the Chi Po-Lin Environmental Documentary Award.
Besides, in the realm of human-interest documentaries, we have encountered both
sharp and deeply moving stories. Furthermore, there is no shortage of submissions from
experienced and talented directors. We look forward very much to see some outstanding
documentary works coming out through NTCDE

W57 8% Judges for the Initial Review
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ST SRR R 2 © L RFORA B S A ZERM > T8 Roger C. J. Wang
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The works in this year's submissions encompass diverse perspectives on society and
the humanities, providing a vivid reflection of Taiwan's current situation. They are truly
fascinating. While there may be fewer number of submissions related to ecological and
environmental issues, it also signifies that there is more room for improvement, which
can be achieved through encouragement and financial subsidies. The Chi Po-Lin Environmental Documentary
Award holds significant importance as it complements and enhances these efforts. The participating works already
exhibit a broader perspective, and we look forward to seeing more emerging talents who can break through existing
boundaries and become the next generation of trailblazers.

NEHIELR & FE 3% Judges for the Public Review
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I am honored to serve as a judge for the NTCDE Being the judge for several documentary project proposals
in succession, I have the opportunity to witness many experienced and emerging talents displaying abundant
creative energy, and to observe how their works reach out to various aspects of society. Topics include
searching for the meaning of life, family relationships, indigenous youth returning to their homeland, the
passing down of elderly skills and tradition, self-sustainability of ex-offenders, physically and mentally
challenged communities, animal and plant ecological environments. There are also discussions on diverse
subjects like temple culture, housing justice, and open relationships. The judges are all senior documentary
professionals. After reviewing numerous proposals over three consecutive days, they were still able to
pinpoint the core questions with high precision. The final selection meeting involves intensive and in-depth
discussions. And we believe that the documentaries being selected in the end are all worthy of expectations.
We also look forward to the finished works from NTCDF to keep shining in various fields, attracting more
talents to join the documentary industry, serving as a breath of fresh air in the world of visual storytelling, and
facilitating dialogue among various social groups and hierarchy.
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The contents in this year's submitted proposals have distinctly different scopes. From documentary filmmakers'
care for their surroundings, character awareness, issue integration, choices of forms, and so on, it repeatedly
demonstrates their sensitivity to the art of documentary filmmaking. Examining each proposal carefully, and
you will be thinking: what kind of historical juncture are we in? And what is the meaning to reveal this world?
I very much look forward to the completion of these proposals one by one within the support and production
system of NTCDE

I believe that it can provide new perspective and inject new vitality into the ecosystem of Taiwanese
documentaries and maintain a dialogue with the world through the focus of discussion implanted in the films.
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The three-day documentary proposal meeting is highly beneficial for both submitters

and judges. I'm pleasantly surprised and deeply moved to see that there are still so
\ many young people in Taiwan who don't prioritize commercial profit as their goal.

They earnestly and patiently explore various life situations on this land such as various social issues worthy
of attention and the subtle nuances between individuals. They continue to explore various possibilities in
visual storytelling, navigating the balance between surface reality and poetic truth (where poetry is truer than
history). Of course, it is also respectful and moving to see several senior documentary filmmakers humbly
submitting their proposals and working together with young talents to compete for opportunities. Thanks to
the Department of Information, New Taipei City Government for continuously organizing this selection event,
nourishing the soil of Taiwanese documentaries, and preserving a pure land in these noisy times. Thanks to
the other judges. Your questions have taught me a lot. Thanks to the submitters. Your plans and presentations
have enriched my perspective and way of thinking.
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The selected proposals in this round exhibit diversity and brilliance in both their choice of topics and
presentation styles. What's remarkable is seeing many projects that have invested a significant amount of time
in on-site documentation. Some directors even choose to engage in a dialogue with their own life experiences,
attempting to craft their own stories. From these project proposals, we can see the authentic aspect of current
Taiwanese society, as well as the trends in thoughts and the resonance of emotions. During the review process,
I believe that it is not only the proposers who can clarify their creative train of thoughts by the questions from
the judges. As a judge, I also learn a lot from these discussions. Documentaries have always been the most
honest and free form of visual storytelling. I'm delighted to see this platform that continues to infuse energy
into the realm of sincere creative work.
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This is my second times serving as a judge in NTCDE The types of works are
still diverse. Both experienced filmmakers and newcomers have come together
to compete and learn among generations in the documentary field. This has also
become a tradition and hallmark of the NTCDE However, there are more hidden gems this time, and the same
goes to Chi Po-lin Environmental Documentary Awards. In my opinion, this is because all the proposal works
are above certain standard, but the number of finalists is limited. Additionally, some environmentally-themed
films were selected both by Chi Po-lin Environmental Documentary Awards and the NTCDE suggesting
the need for potential adjustment in the competition rules or the number of finalists to provide more
opportunities for creators.adipiscing elit. Morbi vel venenatis nisi. Vivamus nec vehicula erat, vitae blandit
lectus. Morbi at tortor urna.
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There are so many eye-catching proposals this time. I'm delighted to see that Taiwanese
documentaries continue to receive fresh and creative inputs. Whether it is in terms of
diverse subject matter or innovative forms, they are all very refreshing to me. What's a
bit regrettable is that there were still some hidden gems that didn't make it to the finalist.
I hope that these proposers will continue to pursue their creative aspirations and shine
brightly on other stages.
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It’s a three-day proposal meeting. The selected teams all possess a certain level of
potential. The topics and creators are diverse and evenly distributed. Besides, this
year's proposal conference is well-structured and rich in content. The line-up of panel
members are all currently active creators. Everyone can provide diverse and comprehensive review and suggestions
to the proposal teams based on their backgrounds, expertise, and preferences. I believe that whether you are on

stage or in the audience, even among the panel members themselves, everyone will find this year's event to be
highly rewarding.
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As a documentary filmmaker, witnessing the richness, diversity, and profound exploration of Taiwan through the
eyes of this year's NTCDF selected works is truly exhilarating. We can see the love and entanglement between
wildlife, invasive species, and the land from “Wild Road” and “The elimination”; find the most intrinsic element
of vitality, the immense energy exhibited through the displacement of body and consciousness, of the performing

artist A-Chung in “Moving with tiny feet”. "The Tale of Ino Yumin" after the urban life experience of the indigenous
Yi Nuo leads us to see the intricate and multifaceted perspectives between the land, the environment, and values.

Everything prompts me to reflect and contemplate once again. When witnessing "Crossing" one can't help but
feel the director's anxiety, tension, curiosity, as a young director boldly, obsessively, earnestly, and unconditionally
approaches the life experiences of the younger generation. In "We Live Underground" it shows how the elderly
people deal with themselves, relieve, and rely on their personal beliefs and relationships, revealing a diverse urban
existence that I have never fully appreciated before. If a documentary were a movie film, while watching "Eternal
Isle" I became a dreamer entering the director's dream. She allowed me to enter a kind of dream-like visual ocean
filled with nostalgia, entanglement, and subsequent introspective dialogue. Therefore, I am willing to become a
follower in dreams within the light and fragrance of these films.
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The thirteen selected works cover a wide range of topics, each with its own unique
features. In addition to documenting the current situation in Taiwan, they also reflect
the deep affection and concern that documentary filmmakers have for this land. They
seek to establish a connection with themselves or create a social impact through their
works. Time is a crucial element in documentary filmmaking, and it is hoped that these
works, after being refined over time, will possess even greater power and engage in
meaningful social dialogue.

VAR

Yang Li-Chou
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"Migration" and "Being well" seem to be the focal points of the films in this year's
competition. Whether it's the youth or the elderly, including both species and the human
spirit, in this post-pandemic era, it has become necessary for all to personally confront and
contemplate these issues.
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In the boundless world of the internet, capturing images has become both
the simplest and the most challenging task. What perspective should be used
to leave the imprints of the era? I believe sincerity is the best way. Looking at this year's entries, I've noticed that
many of them return to everyday life, documenting topics that have always been difficult to discuss in Taiwanese
society, such as private family stories, elderly care, the pressures faced by young people when starting families, or
marginalized groups that have long been ignored, like wildlife conservationists, the challenges faced by indigenous
people returning to their homeland for work, and the hardships faced by artists in their creative pursuits. All of
these make me feel the sincerity of the creators. After the videos end, their lingering impact continues.
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This year's works covered a wide range of different subjects, highlighting the
documentary filmmakers' concern for various social issues. They employ different
shooting perspectives to help viewers gain better understandings of the life
situations and social challenges faced by others. Challenges that extend from the
individual, family, and ethnic level to the societal margins may not necessarily
find solutions through documentaries, but they can certainly foster greater
empathy and care. This is the significant importance of nurturing and supporting
this documentary program.

B T VE %0 Lecturers for the Executive Producer Workshop
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The subsidy for the NTCDF has increased from NT$200,000 each of the six documentaries in the first
year to NT$350,000 each of the thirteen documentaries this year. The number of entries has grown
from over thirty submissions to over a hundred, making it an indispensable and iconic event in Taiwan's
documentary industry. Looking at the demographics and age distribution of the applicants, this event
primarily focuses on topics related to Taiwan's local market. We hope that the organizers can adopt a more
diverse and open approach in their selection process and actively invite outstanding teams to participate in
the proposal meeting. I look forward to seeing more supportive activities or training programs related to
the main event and receiving professional advice. The sincere hope is that the NTCDF can truly become a
landmark in this industry.

B8 T VEY %6 Lecturers for the Executive Producer Workshop

2023 FETE B TAEY PRI » l— KB MELRIBELA BB
VN SRR SRAES) © ZEB AN ZIBLRIAN  Lei Chen-Ching
BIE 0 AT A ES S R AR BRI

e ARG [ 2P A B A PKILDK T D E o

SR BB AR BT > T2 B AT A AR E T R
HAHEER o B2 MRS > B IR T ARAHMRR - — A E
FERY R 2 R S BRI AR Y > B AR R R B T 15 Wi B o BRI
AEL Ik 5% L R S AT P > 3t L 30 3 ) U Ot S o R
HIKAE °

Unlike before, the duration of 2023 Executive Producer Workshop has been extended from one day to
two days to alleviate the high pressure of having to review more than ten groups within eight hours.
Through gentle discussions between the teachers and the creators, it aligns with the value of face-to-face
dialogue. By observing and posing questions, we can unravel the threads and delve beneath the surface
of the iceberg to discover the core. Another change I also strongly agree with is to have all teachers take
turns with all the groups instead of assigning teachers to specific groups. I still remember my previous
experience when I was assigned to several teams, and I had to deal with a barrage of questions from many
students. It was truly exhausting. Having the mentors to form a united team can provide mutual support,
stimulate each other's creativity, and generate better ideas.
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I am honored to have the opportunity to exchange ideas with three senior
colleagues and 13 selected teams this year. The open dialogue allows better
sharing of different viewpoints, from which I have also learned a lot. I hope
that all teams have gained something from the past two days, and that they
are now better equipped to face various challenges ahead. Our suggestions and sharing are reflections of

different life experiences, offered with pure goodwill. We hope that everyone can engage in more reflection
and self-examination, and then go on to create their own remarkable works.
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The documentary submission and training events have sprung up like mushrooms in recent years.
However, the NTCDE with its longest history, maintained its unique and unshakable position. I believe
that the organizer’s dedication to the breadth and depth of the film topics is the most important reason.
Whether it's family relationships re-examination, challenges in living conditions for youth and the
elderly, ecological environments for animals, or the yearning for preservation of indigenous values amidst
urbanization, some directors have even dedicated a significant portion of their youth to documenting
the unfolding stories with the hope to leave a historic mark for these events. Most of these topics are
not mainstream discussions today, but they deeply exist in everyday life and gradually fade away with
time. Over the course of the two-day producer workshop, through everyone's dialectical discussions and

intellectual brainstorming, these 13 documentaries have showcased surprising potential. As they become
the finalist of the NTCDE I believe they will also preserve precious memories for Taiwan.
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Marketing Assistance for
Documentary Films
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The Department of Information, New Taipei City Government established
a marketing assistance program in order to encourage those videos
previously selected by NTCDF to continue harnessing the emotional
power of documentary filmmaking, developing feature-length films and
releasing them in theaters to allow more audiences to enjoy high-quality
documentaries, promoting the development of the film and television
industry, and expanding the domestic documentary market. We welcome
works that have won the NTCDF and have been developed into feature
films for theater release to apply. There is a chance to receive NT$100,000
in marketing assistance.

New Taipei City International
Documentary Month, 2023
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The dark night will eventually end, and the morning sun will rise again. The turmoil of
the pandemic has finally come to an end, and the hardships endured have transformed
into nourishment that makes us even more steadfast. The New Taipei City is using this
as the theme to plan this year's “2023 New Taipei City International Documentary Film
Month” screening event, selecting factual storytelling works from both domestic and
international sources that allows people to experience the power of reality, emotion,
and heartwarming through documentaries.
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Last Days at Sea
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Taiwan Film and Audiovisual Institute
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Taichung Station Square
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Huang Pin-Yu Chang Wei-Chih
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30 min
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We Live Underground Xiao Yu-Ru
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Zhongjiao Elementary School ,Jinshan District
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ShowTimes Cinemas(Bangiao)
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